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From Florida to Virginia, the South-Atlantic
states offer small-town charm with big-city
facilities for sporting events of all types

By Jesse Reeves



he South Atlantic region is
home to some of America’s best-
known college sports programs,
professional teams and a multi-

tude of sporting venues. Given its
pleasant climate and inviting South-
ern hospitality, sports of all sorts are
organized around the calendar.

Greenville:
Palmetto State Sports

Greenville is a sports-crazy South
Carolina home to most every athletic
competition imaginable: Its facilities

include 36 baseball fields, 34 basket-
ball courts, 22 golf courses, 10 foot-
ball/rugby fields, 44 softball fields, 50
soccer fields, 160 tennis courts and
nine wrestling mats.

“We are a strong, vibrant commu-
nity that offers state-of-the-art facili-
ties in a destination where an entire
family feels like they belong,” said
Kelly Laskowitz, national sales man-
ager for the Greenville Convention &
Visitors Bureau.

The entertainment industry has
consistently recognized the BI-LO
Center as a top-50 venue. For sports,

the 15,000-seat center plays home to
the South Carolina Force arena foot-
ball team. In July 2010, the BI-LO
Center will host the USA National
Karate Federation’s National Karate
Championships. The USA-NKF is the
largest karate organization in the
United States.

As a minor league baseball team—
and a single-A affiliate of the Boston
Red Sox—the Greenville Drive have a
very familiar-looking stadium. That’s
because the 5,700-seat Fluor Field is a
replica of Fenway Park, complete
with a reproduction of the “green

T

In Greenville, South Carolina, Furman University’s Paladins baseball team plays
home games at either Latham Stadium, on campus, or the off-campus Fluor
Field at the West End, also home to the Greenville Drive minor-league team.
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monster” wall in left field and also a
manual scoreboard. This past May,
Fluor Field played host to the 2009
Southern Conference baseball champi-
onship, which featured five days of col-
lege baseball.
A popular annual event is the BMW

Charity Pro-Am, the only golf tourna-

ment on the PGA’s developmental
Nationwide Tour where amateurs
and celebrities are grouped with tour-
ing pros in a three-day better-ball
competition. The event has raised
more than $6.6 million to distribute to
more than 125 charities in South Car-
olina and North Carolina.

Every year, USA Cycling comes to
Greenville’s downtown area in the form
of the Professional Time Trial Champi-
onship and the USA Cycling Profes-
sional Road Race Championship, one of
the premier cycling events that takes
place in the Southeast United States.
“Sporting events require work at each

stage,” said Jeff Poole, the sports tourism
manager for the Greenville County
Recreation District. “Obtaining local sup-
port prior to booking an event, preparing
a facility to provide a first-class venue
and assisting a group in execution to
ensure success is where Greenville comes
in to aid an event planner.”

Polk County: A Central
Florida Sports Hub

Wedged between Orlando and
Tampa, centrally located Polk County
serves as a nucleus for sports in the Sun-
shine State.
“We are equidistant between

Orlando and Tampa, plus we’re about
the [fourth]-largest county in the state of
Florida,” said Mark Jackson, director of
tourism and sports marketing for Cen-
tral Florida Tourism & Sports Market-
ing. “So the opportunities for hosting
athletic events by virtue of our location
provides strategic advantages to us.”
Polk County’s population is another

factor in its favor. Half of Florida’s pop-
ulation, more than 8.5 million people,
lives within 100 miles, which means
good attendance for sporting event
organizers.
On the high-school level, the county

plays host to the state championships
for volleyball, boys’ and girls’ basket-
ball, wrestling and golf. Other champi-
onship-level play includes AAU
baseball, which occurs year-round with
500 teams competing in more than 15
events, including state finals and
national qualifiers.
Also on the diamond is plenty of col-

lege baseball. Indeed, it will be a staple
in Polk County for the next decade, as
the Collegiate Spring Training Classic
will take place each February and
March through 2019. Last year, 185 col-
legiate teams, including Ohio State,
Indiana and Connecticut, played 807
games over five weeks of competition.
The Spring Training Classic takes

place at what is fast becoming the hub
of county sports activities, the new
Lake Myrtle Sports Complex in
Auburndale. Five baseball fields are in
operation, with four more scheduled
by the end of 2010.
Also soon to call the complex home

is the Florida Youth Soccer Association,
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The BMW Charity Pro-Am golf tournament takes place at three South Carolina venues, including the
Thornblade Club in Greer, outside Greenville. The 2009 competition was won by Michael Sim of Australia.
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the official governing body of Florida
youth soccer, with 108,000 children as
members. Numerous games and tour-
naments are expected take place on the
fields at the complex, with 11 scheduled
to be in operation by August 2009.
The 250-acre sports complex also has

two lakes, one 76 acres and one 9 acres.
USAWater Ski, the national governing
body of organized water skiing, is based
in Polk County and will make use of the
big lake, while cable water skiing will be
possible at the smaller one.
After a second phase of building, the

complex will include a field house, a
high-performance training center, a
medical facility and an education facil-
ity, all in conjunction with Polk Com-
munity College.
“We understand all aspects of what

it takes to put on a successful event,”
Jackson said. “We understand what
event organizers need and want. Add
our ever-present sunny skies, and our
great weather positions us as a prime
sports destination.”

Cobb County, Georgia:
Southern Sports Hospitality
Minutes away from one of the

largest sports cities in America, Cobb

County complements Atlanta’s profes-
sional sports franchises with a contin-
gent of amateur, youth and college
sports venues.
“Our location is very ideal because of

the nearby big-city amenities of
Atlanta,” said Rita Lowery, national
sales manager at the Cobb County Con-

vention & Visitors Bureau. “We’re close
enough to Atlanta that it’s very cost-
effective regarding airfare and hotel
rooms, but we’re just far enough away
that we don’t have to deal with the
downtown prices and traffic.”
With a combined population of

more than 600,000, Cobb County

Florida’s Polk County—which boasts the title “Water Ski Capital of the World”—hosts a variety of
events on or near its several lakes, including the annual Orange Cup Regatta on Lake Hollingsworth.
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accommodates residents and visitors
with multipurpose facilities, sports-
only venues, gymnasiums, high school
and college fields, aquatic centers and
recreational facilities.
The Cobb Civic Center hosts every-

thing from badminton and boxing to
weightlifting and wrestling in its 15,694

square feet. It regularly holds high
school basketball tournaments, AAU
national gymnastics tournaments and
college basketball games.
The Georgia State Games have been

held at the Mountain View Aquatic Cen-
ter, which has a 20-lane, 50-meter pool.
With bleacher seating for 500, the center

also has locker rooms, showers, elec-
tronic scoreboards and a PA system for
competitive events.
The Cobb County Parks and Recre-

ation Department oversees a number of
local green spaces, including Lost
Mountain Park, with facilities for
archery, baseball, basketball, soccer, soft-
ball and other competitive events.
Within the park are eight softball fields,
one baseball field, two football fields, 12
hard tennis courts, a gymnasium, and
jogging and walking trails.
With 320,000 square feet, the Cobb

Galleria Centre is one of the nation’s
busiest convention centers as millions
of fans each year come to attend one of
the thousands of events. For sports
fans, that can mean anything from the
typical weekend sports like basketball
and volleyball to more offbeat contests
such as aerobics, handball, fencing,
shuffleboard and squash.
Starting in June and going through

the end of July, Cobb County hosts the
annual Perfect Game baseball tourna-
ment. The boys-only tournament, for
ages 14–18, attracts about 30,000 people
over six weeks and is scheduled to be
hosted in Cobb County until 2011.
Games are played at 20 diamonds

across the county with East Cobb Base-

Bowman Gray Stadium, Winston-Salem’s legendary racing venue, has hosted NASCAR-sanctioned events
since 1949. Additionally, the facility hosts the Winston-Salem State University Rams football team.
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lorida has historically been a
magnet in attracting sport-
ing events, and Palm Beach
County is always a leader
for organizing premier com-

petitions in the Sunshine State. An
ideal climate is paired with a beautiful
natural backdrop of white beaches and
blue ocean waters—making Palm
Beach an obvious pick for golf, tennis,
lacrosse, baseball, softball, equestrian
events and much more.
Event organizers can always expect

the necessary support when planning
their sports contests. The Palm Beach
County Sports Commission assists
organizers in such areas as providing
volunteers, booking hotel accommoda-
tions, selecting sites and facilities,
helping out with public relations and
marketing and managing the events.
There are also financial partnership
options as Commission experts can
help organizers apply for funding
through grants for qualifying events.
“The Palm Beach County Sports

Commission diligently works with
event owners to make sure their event
is a success and their participants have
the best possible experience in Palm
Beach County,” said Gerry Baron,
executive director at the Palm Beach
County Sports Commission. “Palm
Beach County is a sports paradise and
home to some of the nation’s premier
sporting facilities.”
Some of those facilities are Roger

Dean Stadium (capacity: more than
7,000), Palm Beach International Race-
way, the Delray Beach Tennis Center
(capacity: 8,200), the International Polo
Club, the National Croquet Center and
many aquatic facilities. Of course, Palm
Beach is world-famous for its golf and
is home to about 120 country clubs and
170 courses. Palm Beach residents are
keen to point out that this is The Golf

Capital of the World and home to the
PGA Tour’s Honda Classic and Cham-
pions Tour Allianz Championship.
As well as the golf, Florida is also

known for the great American pastime.
For years, baseball’s big leaguers, espe-
cially those from colder climates, have
migrated south for spring training.
Now joining the pros are college

ball players who get to soak up the sun
and hit the diamond every March in
the Palm Beach Challenge. Sixty
schools—from junior colleges to Divi-
sion I universities—come to compete
and play while their student athletes
are on spring break.
“We offer all these schools a place to

play,” said Michael Zeff, executive
director of Palm Beach Challenge.
“And it’s an ideal event because the
Sports Commission is so supportive.
The hotels, the community—everyone
is very easy to work with.”
Zeff said the relationship is a win-

win for both the schools and the Palm
Beach area. The schools are provided
with facilities, umpires, hotels and van
rentals while Palm Beach enjoys the
economic impact provided by 3,000
room nights and visitors enjoying the
local attractions after the games.
Despite the recent economic down-

turn, 2009 was strong for Palm Beach.
Having already hosted the 12th World
Croquet Federation World Champi-
onships and the Tournament of Roller
Hockey (TORHS) Nationals, there are
still a number of premier events to come.
Scheduled to take place this coming

fall and winter are the Advertising
Softball World Series (October 17-21),
the American Junior Golf Association
Polo Junior Golf Classic (November
21-27), the Men’s Senior Baseball
League Florida Fall Classic (November
12-21) and the PGA Tour qualifying
finals (November 29-December 8).

Other noted events include the USA
Baseball 16U Championships, the USTA
Boys 16s & 18s Clay Court Champi-
onships, the Optimist International
Junior Golf Championships, the Under
Armour Fall Classic, the ADT Golf
Skills Challenge, the Marathon of the
Palm Beaches and the Optimist Interna-
tional Junior Golf Championships.
Equestrian events create the largest

impact of any sport. The Winter Eques-
trian Festival takes place every January
through April at the Palm Beach Inter-
national Equestrian Center. The
longest running equestrian event in
the world, about 3,000 athletes from
the United States and Europe compete
annually, generating 85,000 room
nights and a $57 million economic
impact for Palm Beach County.
Palm Beach County usually pro-

vides a balance of sporting events
throughout the year. And while the
area is well suited to host indoors
events, the area is very popular for
outdoor athletics. Of course, the aver-
age annual temperature hovering in
the mid-70s allows for year-round
baseball, softball, tennis, swimming
and everything else under the sun.
“Our county has a strong resume

for hosting a variety of professional
and amateur sporting events,” Baron
said. “Overall, the sports industry gen-
erates more than 140,000 room nights
to Palm Beach County, making it one
of our county’s strongest niches that
drive tourism.”
An added bonus for visitors

includes the shopping districts and
historic natural areas, such as the Ever-
glades. Combining great weather, pic-
turesque scenery, cultural venues,
shopping and natural attractions, Palm
Beach offers sports organizers and ath-
letes an all-American setting for sports
of all sorts.
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ball Park hosting the championship
game. The tournament has gained a rep-
utation as a steppingstone for aspiring
big-leaguers: Probably half of the play-
ers on next season’s Major League Base-
ball rosters participated in a Perfect
Game event in their youth.
“Cobb County offers a large variety

of sports venues,” said Abbey Harwell,
communications and marketing technol-
ogy manager for the Cobb County CVB.
“We really offer everything to the visitor
and planner to put on a great event.”

Winston-Salem:
Dueling Universities

Winston-Salem, North Carolina, has
a wealth of university attractions in
addition to its minor-league sports and
amateur athletics. And a combination of
college facilities and community venues
make the city a busy place for sports.
“One of Winston-Salem’s strong

points is we have the feel and ease of a
small town,” said Tim Johnson, sports
marketing manager for the Winston-
Salem Visitor Center. “But we have the
sports venues and amenities that rival
many larger destinations.”
And while it retains its small-town

feel, Winston-Salem has the uncommon
distinction of having two Division I
NCAA schools, Wake Forest and Win-
ston-Salem University. And that means
plenty of sports going on around town.
The Winston-Salem Entertainment-

Sports Complex is the city’s central
sports location. Baseball, football and
soccer are grouped together, along with
that Tobacco Road staple, basketball.
The rivalries among North Carolina

schools are legendary, andWake Forest is
always in themix. The Lawrence Joel Vet-
eransMemorial Coliseum is a 15,000-seat
arena in the home of the Demon Deacon
basketball teams as well as frequent
NCAA tournament games. The coliseum
also has an annex, a 3,500-seat, 30,000-
square-foot arena that can become a bas-
ketball arena or an ice hockey rink or be
configured for various other sports.
A new baseball stadium is scheduled

to open downtown in late summer 2009.
The stadium, yet to be named, will be
the home of the Winston-Salem Dash, a
minor league club affiliated with the
MLB Chicago White Sox. The Dash now
play at Gene Hooks Field at Wake For-
est Baseball Park, which it shares with
the college baseball team.
One of the largest venues in town is

31,500-seat BB&T Field, the home of the
Wake Forest football team. TheWinston-
Salem University Rams play football at
17,000-seat Bowman Gray Stadium.
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The “other” type of football is usually
found at the BB&T Soccer Complex,
with 14 fields, stadium seating for 1,400
and hillside seating for 1,000 more.
Amenities include a filming tower for
later videotape study in the complex’s
5,800-square-foot field house, which also
has multimedia classrooms, meeting
rooms, and training rooms for coaches
and players to discuss the games.
“Winston-Salem has a great combi-

nation of world-class facilities and great
accommodations,” Johnson said. “Plus
we have a very friendly infrastructure.
You won’t be stuck in traffic or have a
problem finding a great restaurant.”

Lynchburg: Virginia’s
Venue For Sports

Home to four college athletic pro-
grams, a minor league baseball team
and a host of athletic facilities, Lynch-
burg is experienced in planning and
organizing sporting events for all age
levels. Add to that the town’s location in
the center of Virginia, and Lynchburg
plays hosts to games and events for the
state and region.
“We’re four hours from the beach

and three hours fromWashington, D.C.,
so we’re a good halfway meeting

point,” said Denise Jackson, marketing
manager for the Lynchburg Regional
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We
have the facilities and the infrastructure
to support many sporting events.”
Liberty University’s Vines Center

has put on NBA exhibition games, Big
South tournament basketball games

and high school basketball tourna-
ments. With a capacity of up to 10,000,
the center is one of the most frequently
used basketball arenas in the state.
Another high-volume venue on cam-
pus is Williams Stadium, used for foot-
ball, lacrosse and intramural events,
with seating for 12,000 people.

One of several universities in Lynchburg, Liberty University is home to the 12,000-seat Williams Stadium
and Liberty Flames football team. The team has won the Big South Conference for the past two years.
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Other facilities on the Liberty campus
are Worthington Stadium, a 1,000-seat
baseball stadium, and the Esbenshade-
Hershey Tennis Courts, with seating for
500 around the seven surfaced courts.
For the running enthusiasts, the Vir-

ginia Ten Miler is a nationally ranked
footrace held at the end of September.

Winding around the historic River-
mont area, the race usually draws
1,200 participants.
The Thomas Indoor Soccer Center,

opened in April 2009, has two enclosed
soccer fields and is available for tourna-
ment use. It will also play host to flag
football and lacrosse competitions.

For those who hit the links, Sam
Snead designed the nearby Poplar Grove
golf course, which was voted one of the
best upscale golf facilities by Golf Digest
in 2005. High school championships and
semipro tournaments regularly take
place on its fairways and greens.
On the baseball greens, the 2009

National Amateur Baseball Federation
World Series for both the high school
and sophomore divisions will be held
July 22–26. The series regularly attracts
teams from Texas, Florida, New York,
Georgia and Louisiana as more than 800
players participate in 90 games on 10
fields throughout the area. The finals
will be held at Lynchburg City Stadium.
“From children to teenagers to adults,

we organize sports for everyone,” Jack-
son said. “We have a whole array of facil-
ities for their competitions, plus we have
recreational facilities for their downtime.”

Morgantown:
Mountaineer Country

The home of West Virginia Univer-
sity, Morgantown is usually abuzz with
a combination of college athletic events
and youth and adult tournaments. City
officials credit Morgantown’s welcoming
atmosphere for its busy sports schedule.

West Virginia University’s Mountaineers basketball team plays home games at the WVU Coliseum, a
14,000-seat arena in Morgantown. The facility is also used for wrestling, volleyball and gymnastics.
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“We’re always ranked as one of the
best small cities in America,” said Dave
Plevich, sports manager for Greater Mor-
gantown Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“We have a sports-friendly town with a
down-home feel and great facilities.”
Morgantown’s recreational crown

jewel is Mylan Park, a 320-acre facility
that has 8 acres of turf, an equestrian
center, professional horseshoe pitching
courts, a four-field lighted baseball and
softball complex and a pro-performance
sports complex. The complex has a
50,000-square-foot field turf arena con-
nected to a 28,000-square-foot strength
and conditioning fitness center. Starting
July 30, the complex will host the state
19-and-under American Legion baseball
tournament over 10 days.
Each July, the campus of West Vir-

ginia University is turned into a who’s-
who of boys’ basketball. The Hoop
Group Jam Fest regularly brings in the
top high school basketball talent in the
nation. This naturally attracts hundreds
of college coaches hoping to discover
the next big star. It’s the largest hospital-
ity function for Morgantown as the local
hotels, shops and restaurants fill with
basketball players, scouts and coaches.
March and May are the big times

for girls’ hoops with Girls Basketball

Association tournaments. The West
Virginia Shootout is held in March
with 40 teams taking the court, and 60
teams compete in the Mountaineer
Classic in May. The tournaments
attract teams from Ohio, Maryland,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia,
from high school down to 9-year-olds.

For athletes who take their exercise
to extremes, the annual MedExpress
Spirit of Morgantown Triathlon offers
three distances: sprint, Olympic and
half-iron. The three sports involved,
running, bicycling and swimming, are
given varying lengths. Held annually in
August, this event lets an athlete get up

PatWhite playedquarterback for theWestVirginiaUniversityMountaineers from2005 to2008, turning
downanopportunity toplayMajor LeagueBaseball. In 2009,Whitewasdraftedby theMiamiDolphins.
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close to Morgantown’s natural beauty,
as the swimming leg is held in the
Monongahela River. More than 800 ath-
letes from across the country and
around the world come to compete
while 2,000 spectators cheer them on.
“The people of Morgantown step

up to make these events unique and
help make them successful,” Plevich
said. “Because we are a small town, we
want to roll out the red carpet and
show visitors what we’re all about.
And when they’ve been here, they
always want to come back.”

Hampton:
Plenty Of Activity

As it’s near the world’s largest naval
base, you’d expect Hampton to have a
collection of fine sports facilities to
accommodate an active population. Add
in a professional force of sporting event
planners, and it’s easy to see why this Vir-
ginia city is a prime sports destination.
“Hampton has the perfect mid-

Atlantic region location and is easily
accessible,” said Kris Smith, group
sales manager for the Hampton Con-
vention & Visitor Bureau. “We have
top-notch facilities, many of which are
brand new and were built by people

who know exactly what event organiz-
ers want and need.”
One facility is the year-old Boo

Williams Sportsplex, with 135,000
square feet that plays host to basketball,
indoor field hockey and volleyball. It
also has a six-lane track where races are
held from December to March. In addi-
tion, organizers are building up other
indoor competitions, such as martial
arts, soccer and lacrosse.
The Boo Williams Nike Invitational

basketball tournament at the Sportsplex
each April sees hundreds of teams from
across the country travel to Hampton. In
the most recent tournament, 220 girls’
teams and 116 boys’ teams took part.
The Hampton Coliseum also accom-

modates a range of indoor sports such
as wrestling, basketball, hockey and
gymnastics, as well as entertainment
events and concerts, and on its 26,263-
square-foot arena floor.
At Hampton University, the Convoca-

tion Center has seating for more than
7,000 and a 14,112-square-foot floor for
the competitions in basketball, cheerlead-
ing, fencing, boxing, karate andwrestling.
Outdoors, Darling Stadium usually

plays host to regional and state finals
and can accommodate 8,000 spectators.
The stadium puts on events for

archery, football, field hockey, soccer,
and track and field.
Briarfield Park is home to five

lighted tennis courts and four lighted
softball fields on its 49 acres. A fitness
trail and playground are open for use
as well.
In 2010, Hampton will play host to

the AAU Junior Olympics as athletes
will compete in martial arts, basket-
ball, baseball, gymnastics and other
sports. This will be the city’s fourth
year with the event that brings in the
Olympians of tomorrow.
“In Hampton, we love our sports

and we have a good time with it,”
Smith said. “We’re passionate about it.
We really love what we do, and we
enjoy working with the people and
seeing the smiles on their faces, for
both the athletes and attendees.”

South-Atlantic Sports

Stretching from Florida to Virginia,
the South Atlantic region has a rich tradi-
tion of football, legendary basketball
teams and many top-notch athletic pro-
grams. This region offers top facilities for
every sport. Planners will always be able
to put on a great athletic event in the
easygoing, sports-crazy South Atlantic.�
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