The Boys of Summer
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Come for the beaches and stay for the baseball. 

Summer in Massachusetts has something for everyone, from the sun worshippers to the sailors, from the history buffs to the sports fans. 

While most people know Boston is home to the World Champion Red Sox, fewer people know Cape Cod is home to some of the most exciting baseball in the country. Every summer tourists flock to the beaches of Cape Cod for the sun, the sand and the ocean. But those in the know make sure to take in some of the best baseball while visiting. 

The Cape Cod Baseball League, made up of the top college players in the country, is considered the premier collegiate summer league. Today there are teams in 10 different Cape towns: Bourne, Brewster, Chatham, Cotuit, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyannis, Orleans, Wareham andYarmouth-Dennis.

The League is rich in history. It originated in 1885 and boasts more than 1,000 alumni in professional baseball. There were 212 former Cape Leaguers who played or managed in the major league last year, including American League Manager of the Year Eric Wedge, American League Comeback Player of the Year Carlos Pena, former Cy Young Award winner Barry Zito, former batting champion Nomar Garciaparra and newly-named New York Yankees manager Joe Girardi.

The Cape Cod League is a great way to see future stars perform up close. Among the World Champion Boston Red Sox who played in Cape Cod are World Series MVP Mike Lowell, team captain Jason Varitek, Gold Glove first baseman Kevin Youkilis and young sensation Jacoby Ellsbury.

Cape Cod is often the final stop for these young men on their way to fame and stardom and seven-figure salaries. For one last summer they live with host families and play for the love of the game and the pursuit of a dream. 

Games are played June through August and admission is free. The League and each of its 10 teams are non-profit organizations with the shared mission to provide affordable family entertainment. Some teams may ask for a donation at the gate, others may pass a hat during the seventh-inning stretch. 

Fans can sit in the bleachers and order hamburgers and hot dogs from the concession stands or pack picnic meals and sit on blankets and lawn chairs around the field. Team mascots entertain the crowds and players make themselves available for autographs before and after the games. On summer nights as the fog horns blow in and the salty breeze sprays, eager fans chase down foul balls with the energy of newly-drafted rookies. 

Making the experience that much more memorable are the ball fields themselves. Baseball America magazine named Eldredge Park, home to the Orleans Cardinals, the “Best Summer Collegiate Ballpark in the Nation.” The park is full of history. In 1995 it was the scene of a game between junior baseball teams from the USA and Cuba. Many think the Cubans lost the game because they couldn’t see the ball through the fog rolling in off the ocean and the smoke from all of the hamburgers being grilled around the field.

This season marks the League’s 124th summer and many events are planned. The Harwich Mariners will host a Family Fun Day on Tuesday, July 22, with pony rides, face painting, balloon animals and a pitching bullpen. Wally The Green Monster, the official Boston Red Sox mascot, will be the guest of honor. Other special events during the season include the annual All-Star Game on July 26 in Chatham, plus a series of baseball clinics run by the players for children ages 5 to 13.

One of the most interesting aspects of the Cape Cod League is watching the college players adjust to wooden bats. Most college baseball is played with aluminum bats. If the players go on to play professionally, they will need to be comfortable with the wooden equipment. But during the summer they often struggle with their swing as they make the adjustment.

For more information on wooden bats, visitors to Massachusetts can visit the Baseball As America exhibit at Boston’s Museum of Science. Baseball As America runs June through September and will showcase baseball’s rich history and highlights. Four historically significant wooden baseball bats will be on display including the bat used by Babe Ruth to hit his 60th home run during the 1927 season, the bat used by Roger Maris to hit his 61st home run during the 1961 season, the bat used by Mark McGwire to hit his 70th home run during the 1998 season and the bat used by Sammy Sosa for his 66th home run during the same season. This exhibit marks the first time the treasures of the Hall of Fame have left their permanent spot in Cooperstown to tour the country. 

Baseball As America is a celebration of America's favorite pastime. Other highlights of the exhibition are the Doubleday Ball, from baseball's first game in 1839, Jackie Robinson's 1956 Brooklyn Dodgers jersey and a variety of artifacts from the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League.
In addition to hundreds of original photos, letters and objects, the museum will feature scientific advances in the game including new technology used to call balls and strikes and automated production processes for bat making.

“Boston is one of the greatest baseball cities in the nation, and this exhibit will give visitors to the city the opportunity to explore the culture and history of the game,” said Museum of Science President and Director Ioannis Miaoulis.

To help visitors get even closer to the baseball experience, the museum has invited fans to participate in the exhibit by submitting their own videotaped baseball stories or photographs to the display. Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy and Red Sox legend Johnny Pesky have both submitted videos.

If after all of that baseball history fans find themselves wanting more, beautiful, historic Fenway Park is just a few miles away from the Museum of Science in downtown Boston.  Known as "America's Most Beloved Ballpark,” Fenway is celebrating its 96th anniversary this year. The Red Sox organization has made many improvements to the park including the addition of 875 new seats. A significant number of tickets will be sold on a single game basis, so even last-minute travelers can take in a game and watch history unfold before their eyes.
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